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_Guwahatl Asian Film
Festival from Feb 7-9

STAFF REPORTER"

GUWAHATI, Jan 16: The first edition of
Guwahati Asian Film Festival (GAFF) 2025
will be held with a three-day-long schedule
from February 7 to 9 on the Jyoti Chitraban
Film Studio premises here: The event is
organized by Trending Now Media.

" According to the organiser, the festival
~will feature a curated selection of around 20
films from across Asia, representing coun-
tries such as Iran, Nepal, Uzbekistan, Kaza-
khstan, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Azerbai-

jan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Turkey.

“A special competitive section, exclusively

for films from Northeast India, will recog-

nize outstanding achievements in catego-
ries including Best Film, Best: Direction,
and Best Performance celebrating creativ-
ity, technical excellence, and storytelhng
a statement said.

The opening film of the fest.wal is In the

Arms of the Tree, an Iranian film directed by

Babak Khajehpasha. The closing film of the
festival will be My Melbourne by directors
Imtfaz Ali, Rima Das, Onir and Kabir Khan.

Addressing a press conference at Gauha-

ti Press Club here today, honorary festival

director of GAFF 2025 Monita Borgohain

said, “It is the first Asian film festival to be’

held in the Northeast. Our aim is to pro-
mote the Asian films and give space to in-
-dependent filmmakers. GAFF 2025 is a
landmark event for film enthusiasts, crea-
tors, and industry professionals, this three-
day festival will showcase the best of Asian
cinema while providing a platform for cul-
tural exchange and creative dialogue.”
Apart from film screening, the festival
includes open air events, quiz competition,
etc. The three-day event will also host en-
gaging panel discussions and workshops led
- by renowned filmmakers and industry ex-
~ perts, fostering meaningful dialogue and
collaboration. It will provide opportunities
for filmmakers, actors, and enthusiasts to

network and explore future creative -

_ projects. ’
- “GAFF 2025 s all set tobe a vibrant cel-
ebration of Asia’s rich storytelling tradi-
- tions. We are proud to present a thought-
fully ctirated lineup that promises to capti-
vate audiences and inspire filmmakers. Eve-

ry film has been carefully selected to offer a
transformative cinematic journey, bridging
cultures and sparking meaningful conver-
sations,” Borgohain said. _

Urging the people of Guwahati to attend
the festival, honorary programme director
of the film festival Kishore Kumar Sarma
said, “This is an excellent opportunity for
the cine lovers to relish the finest cinemat-
ic masterpleces from across Asia. GAFF

2025 1s set: to bring the world to our: door-

step, allowing audiences to experience di-
verse eultures, stories, and artistic expres-

Films from Iran,
Nepal, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan,
‘Bangladesh, Hong
Kong, Azerbaijan,
Philippines, Sri
Lanka and Turkey
to be screened at
the festival

_ sions right here in the heart of Assam.”

Internationally acclaimed Sri Lankan film-
maker Prasanna Vithanage will present in
the event as the chief guest, along with film
critic and festival advisor Srinivasa Santhan-
am, national award-winning film critic and
filmmaker Utpal Borgujari, national award-
winning filmmaker Manju Borah, and prom-
inent film critic, music journalist, and edi-
tor Dalton Christopher.

“By celebrating the creativity and narra- .
tives of both established and emerging film-
makers, the inaugural edition of Guwahati
Asian Film Festival aims to become a cor--
nerstone cultural event, fostering global
appreciation for Asian cinema. For regis-
tration and more infnrmaticm about the fes-
tival, visit gaff.co.in,” the organiser said i in.
the statement.

Filfhmaker Manju Bogah and film critic and
assistant editor of Dainik Asam Bitopan Bor-
borah were also present in the press confer-
ence. Both of them explained in details about
the importance of such film festival and urged
the public to make it a grand success.
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GAFF 2025 from February 7-9 to
showcase Asia’s cinematic brilliance

- GUWAHATI, JAN 16 : The much-awaited
Guwahati Asian Film Festival (GAFF) 2025
is set to take place from February 7 to 9,

2025, at the historic Jyoti Chitraban Film -

Studio, Guwahati. Alandmark event for film
enthusiasts, creators, and industry profes-
sionals, this three-day festival will showcase
the best of Asian cinema while providing a
platform for cultural exchange and creative
dialogue.

The festival will open with the Iranian film

‘In the Arms of the Tree’, directed by Babak

Khajehpasha, set-
ting an inspiring
tone for the inau-
gural edition of
GAFF. The closing
film will be ‘My
Melbourne’ by di-
rectors Tmtiaz Ali, i
Rima Das, Onir §
‘and Kabir Khan.
- GAFF 2025, or-
ganized by Trendmg Now Medla is dedi-
cated to showcasing the dynamic and di-
verse storytelling traditions of Asia while
placing a special spotlight on the rich and
vibrant cinema of Assam and the North-East
region. The festival will feature a curated
selection of over 200 feature films from
across Asia, representing countries such as
Iran, Nepal, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Bang-
ladesh, Hong Kong, Azerbaijan, Philippines,
Sri Lanka and Turkey. A special competi-
tive section, exclusively for films from North-

East India, will recognize outstanding -

achievements in categories including Best
Film, Best Direction, and Best Performance,

celebrating creativity, technical excellence,

and storytelling.

Addressing a press conference on Thurs-
day, Honorary Festival Director Monita Bor-
gohain said: “GAFF 2025 is all set to be a
vibrant celebration of Asia’s rich storytell-
ing traditions. We are proud to present a
thoughtfully curated lineup that promises to

captivate audiences and inspire filmmak-
ers. Every film has been carefully selected
to offer a transformative cinematic journey,
bridging cultures -and sparking meaningful
conversations.” _

The three-day event will also host engag-
ing panel discussions and ‘worksheps led
by renowned filmmakers and industry ex-
perts, fostering meaningful dialogue and
collaboration. It will provide opportunities for
fimmakers, actors, and enthusiasts to net-

~work and explore future creative projects.

- Urging the peo-
ple of Guwahati
4 to attend the fes-
1 tival, Honorary
Programme Di-
réctor' Kishore
¥ Kimar Sarma,
| said: "“THis Is an
‘3 excellent oppor-
| tunity for ‘the

cine-lovers to rel-
ish the finest cmemat:c masterpieces from
across Asia. GAFF 2025.is set to bring the
world to our doorstep, allowing audiences
to experience diverse cultures, stories, and
artistic expressmns nght here in the heart
of Assam.”

Enhancing the festival's prestige, the in-
ternationally renowned S Lankan filmmak-
er Prasanna Vithanage will grace the event
as a chief guest, Moreover, adding to the
festival's fame, renowned film critic and fes-
tival advisor Srinivasa Santhanam, Nation-
al Award-winning film critic and filmmaker
Utpal Borpujari, National Award-winning
filmmaker Manju Borah, and prominent film
critic, music journalist, and editor Dalton
Christopher will be integral parts of the 1st
GAFF. By celebrating the creativity and nar-
ratives of both established and emerging
filmmakers, the inaugural edition of Guwa-
hati Asian Film Festival aims to become a
cornerstone cultural event, fostering global
appreciation for Asian cinema.
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GUWAHATI, JAN 16 : The much-awaited
Guwahati Asian Film Festival (GAFF) 2025
is set to take place from February 7 to 9,
2025, at the historic Jyoti Chitraban Film
Studio, Guwahati. A landmark event for film
enthusiasts, creators, and industry profes-
sionals, this three-day festival will showcase
the best of Asian cinema while providing a

dialogue. 5
The festival will npen with the Iranian film
Inthe Arms of the Tree’, directed by Babak
hajehpasha set-
ing an inspiring
tone for the inau-
gural edition of
AFF. The closing
film will be ‘My
elbourne’ by di- 2
rrectors Imtiaz Ali,
Rima Das, Onir g
and Kabir Khan.
GAFF 2025, or-
ganized by Trending Now Media, is dedi-
“lcated to showcasing the dynamic and di-
verse storytelling traditions of Asia while
placing a special spotlight on the rich and
ibrant cinema of Assam and the North-East
gion. The festival will feature a curated
selection of over 200 feature films from
across Asia, representing countries such as
fran, Nepal, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Bang-
adesh, Hong Kong, Azerbaijan, Philippines,
Sri Lanka and Turkey. A special competi-
tive section, exclusively for films from North-
East India, will recognize outstanding
achievements in categories including Best
ilm, Best Direction, and Best Performance,
lebrating creativity, technical excellence,
and storytelling.
Addressing a press conference on Thurs-

. gohain said: “GAFF 2025 is all set to be a
vibrant celebration of Asia’s rich- storytell-
ng traditions. We are proud to present a
- thoughtfully curated lineup that promises to

platform for cultural exchange and creative

day, Honorary Festival Director Monita Bor- .

- GAFF 2025 from Feb 7-9 to
showcase Asia’s cinematic brilliance

captivate audiences and inspire filmmak-
ers. Every film has been carefully selected
to offer a transformative cinematic journey,

_ bridging cultures and sparking meaningful

conversations.”

The three-day event will also host engag-
ing panel discussions and workshops led
by renowned filmmakers and industry ex-|
perts, fostering meaningful dialogue and
collaboration. It will provide opportunities for
filmmakers, actors, and enthusiasts to net-
‘work and exp{ore future creative projects.

Urging the peo-

- {o attend the fes-
ival, Honorary
Programme Di-
rector Kishore
Kumar Sarma,
- said: “This is an
xcellent oppor-
tunity for the
cine-lovers to rel-
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ish the finest cinematic masterpieces from

across Asia. GAFF 2025 is set to bring the
world to our doorstep, allowing audiences
to experience diverse cultures, stories, and
artistic expressmns right here in the heart
of Assam.”

Enhancing the festival's prestige, the in-
ternationally renowned Sri Lankan filmmak-
er Prasanna Vithanage will grace the event
as 'a chief guest. Moreover, adding to the
festival's fame, renowned film critic and fes-
tival-advisor Srinivasa Santhanam, Nation-
al Award-winning film critic and filmmaker

- Utpal Borpujari, National Award-winning

filmmaker Manju Borah, and prominent film
critic, music journalist, and editor Dalton
Christopher will be integral parts of the 1st
GAFF. By celebrating the creativity and nar-
ratives of both established and emerging
filmmakers, the inaugural edition of Guwa-
hati Asian Film Festival aims to become a
cornerstone cultural event, fostering global
appreciation'for Asian cinema. NET STAFFER

le of Guwahati|
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GAFF: A vibrant celebration
of Asian cinema in Assam

Kangkan.Kalital

@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: The inaugural
Guwahati Asian Film Festi-
val (GAFF), 2025, will be hos-
ted at Jyoti Chitraban Film
: Studio, Guwahati, from Fe-
: bruary 7 to 9. Iranian film ‘In
: the Arms of the Tree’, direc-
ted by Babak Khajehpasha,
will mark the beginning of
the festival, while ‘My Melbo-
urne’, a collaborative work by
Imtiaz Ali, Rima Das, Onir
and Kabir Khan, will conclu-
de the event.

Organised by Trending
Now Media, GAFF, 2025, aims
tohighlight Asia’s diverse sto-
rytelling traditions, with par-
ticular emphasis on Assam
and the northeast film indust-
ry.

Talking to reporters on
Thursday, honorary festival
director Monita Borgohain
said, “We are proud to present
athoughtfully curated line-up
that promises to captivate au-
diences and inspire filmma-
kers. Every film was carefully
selected to offer a transforma-
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Gwahati Asua Film Festivl
director Monita Borgohain talks
to the media on Thursday

tive cinematic journey, brid-
ging cultures and sparking
meaningful conversations.”
Organisers said that the
event will feature a selection
of more than 200 feature films
across various Asian nations,
including Iran, Nepal, Uzbe-
kistan, Kazakhstan, Bangla-
desh, Hong Kong, Azerbaijan,
Philippines, Sri Lanka and
Turkey. A dedicated competi-
tive category for the northeast
films will acknowledge its ex-
cellence through awards for
‘Best Film’, ‘Best Direction’
and ‘Best Performance’, cele-
brating creativity, technical
excellence and storytelling.
Honorary programme di-

rector Kishore Kumar Sarma .
said, “This is an excellent op-
portunityforthecineloversto
relish the finest cinematic
masterpieces across Asia.
The festival promises to bring
the world to our doorstep, allo-
wing audiences to experience
diverse cultures, stories and
artistic expressions right he-
re inthe heart of Assam.”
The festival schedule in- .

- cludes industry-focused panel

discussions and workshops
led by distinguished filmma-
kers and experts, facilitating
professional networking and
creative collaborations.
Distinguished Sri Lankan .
filmmaker Prasanna Vitha-
nage has been chosen as the
chief guest. The festival com-
mittee includes personalities
such asfilm critic and festival

advisor Srinivasa Santha-

nam, National Award-win-
ning film critic and filmma-
ker Utpal Borpujari, National
Award-winning filmmaker

Manju Borah and prominent
film critic, music journalist,
and editor Dalton Christop-
her. :
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